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PREFACE. 


A S this Sermon was not written till after 

it was preached, it can hardly be expected, that 

it ſhould, in every particular, be preciſely the 

fame. Of ſo long a diſcourſe, delivered after 

but little premeditation, it would be impoſſible 

e recollect every word, and the place and order 

in which they were uttered: But I have given 

the ſame ſentiments throughout : the ideas are 

arranged exactly in the ſame order; and the 

le, and manner of expreſſion, are generally 

much the ſame. Where I haus ade alterations 

or additions, it is where I judge them to be 

improvement. The Sermon, and its Author, 

have great need of the friendſhip and kind allows 

ances of Candour, I wiſh it had been better: 
Fut ſuch as I have, give I unto the Reader. 


JON CROWTHER, 


MARCH 6, 1797. 
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I ; Peres i. 24, 25. 


45 Fleſh is is as Grafs, and all the Glory of Man as 
the Flower of Graſs. The Graſs withereth, and 


the Flower thereof falleth away: But the Word © 


\ of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
* ord which - the Om is Pace auto gau. 


* 


Thi: Text is a quotation £ the Apoſtte with 
_ ſmall alterations and additions, from Ja. xl. 6, 7, 8. 
The words are a beautiful figurative deſcription 

of the frailty and ſhort-livedachs of human nature, 
and all that is moſt beautiful, moſt attracting, and 


moſt eſteemed, belonging to it. Like gra „ the 


body of man, came originally from the ground; 
and like it, grows up gradually, but is ſure to be 
ſhort-lived. — The graſs withereth, and in this re- 
ſpect, all fleſh is as graſs. And all the glory of man 
is as the flower of the field; The glory (or, the good 
lineſs, as 1/aiah expreſſes it), may ſignify beauty, 
wealth, wiſdom, and extraordin ualifications. 
Theſe things are generally held in high eſtimation; 
1 — they, gonſume away as it were a moth fret- 

2 Therefore, ſays the Scripture, 
©; 5 bet . 


2 


the rich n man glory! in his riches, the wi 
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man in his -wiſom, or the mighty man in his 
might.” Theſe things, while they continue, are 
but poor inſufficient ſources of happineſs; and 
eſpecially, poor grounds to build upon for fu- 
ture and durable happinefs; for what are they? 
and, what is their amount ? Of thoſe which moſt 
powerfully attract, and moſt fron gly allure, it 
may be ſaid, 


„ Or, worn by PRE WE” PE years, 
Or, broke by ſicknefs in a day, 
The fading glory diſappears, 

The ſhort- liv'd beauties die away.“ 


Me cannot, therefore, too often meditate upon 
what the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. vii. 27, 28, 29, The 
lime is ſhort; it remains that they that have wives be 


A. though they had none; they that torep u though 


they wept not; Ney that reſvite, as thmugh they rejoiced 
10, Sc. Se. For the faſhion of this world Saſh 
away; or as it might be, perhaps, more praperty 
rendered, this“ of, or, this fhattoto of a world, 
Paſſer away. — While the world, and the things 
thereof continue, and while we continue in tlie 
World, and are capable of being affected by them, 
they ate rather fladvws than fathfantin! realiries ; 

und oft” long, even the flndows "will vaniſh ' away. 

For What" is bur "Fife Lis tever'a vapotr, coſicl up- 


oppor for” a Tittle rime, and then vaniſheth- Ot gy 


t is but a vapour While it continues, and even 
this Vapotr- ſoon vaniſherk cruny. 

But is there, then, nothing ſuhſtantiab and dura- 
ble; but is man doomed inevitably to walk in a 
vain Hand, and to ilquicr thimfelF in vain?” 

'Bleffed be 'God, it is not ſb: e, ure not left o 

ſunible upon dhe Aar mowntuins, And 40-7 
Sürfelves with following our own dewices - 
"Inſagitiations. Te has! nt dut his Lit anti © 
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Truth: We are bleſſed with the ſacred volume, 
the Bible ; he has given us his Word. And 
this Word, containing eſpecially the Goſpel 
which is preached unto you, is not a temporary 
diſpenſation, or containing tranſient doctrines, 
but they endure the ſame, the ſame invariably, 
and that for ever. —He, therefore, wha by Grace, 


makes it his leading concern, to have h is heart 


6 


* 


and life conformed to that Word, lives for Eter- 
nity : And he who. draws his comforts, 5 from 
ſin, and vanities; ; not from the world, but from 
that. Paper. that JOY: and that hope, which are the 
never-failing portion of thoſe who are, inwardl 
and outwar T on ormed to rhe word of the Lord, 
and who haye. red £4939 the golp which 
preached 7 to be the power of God unto 1 
vation, 5 . appineſs upon a foun 
which 64 erer. But they whoſe "ful 
A+ an 5 its, or, 9 8 attachments 
to the things. gf, world, pr Qtically diſr Ferre the 
word of the Lord; vote ll that ſte 105 8 4 wo 
which the Tightequs, els. in this worl 
which js durable, ved, endureth far £24"; Ind an 
plynge themſelves into miſery which, will Mea 5 


rnity. N 


75 he word 
ail end oth 
you. The Gg 


2 of God whe 1 27 10 My a 
eaches to us, not only the, an e genera | 
72 5 of the 0 5 5 cs di | 28 us to the 
baim ix Gilzad, 8 P/ „that „ie 
health of gur ſouls 1. e rec _ Ti Wk As the 
blind td a glorious and everla laſting Lis 5 55 Re dead 
to preſent and ewrlaft WARE Life ; the £89 19. 


1 | 
preſent Pardon and everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; the 
weak to all- ſufficient and everlaſting Strength : in 
ſhort, it diſplays before, and invites the blind, 
guilty, unholy, periſhing children of wrath, to 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanCtification, and redemp- 
tion; and invites them to © flee for refuge to the 
hope that is ſet before them,” to Jeſus the ffrong- 
hold, the city of refuge, the ſure foundation, the rock 
5 e eee e 
This ſame word of the Lord, ſets before us 
life and death, preſent and everlaſting happineſs 
and miſery; fully and particularly deſcribing the 
way to each, with the loſſes and gains, the advan- 
tages and diſadvantages on the right hand and on 
the left. It declares religion, (or employing all 
our powers and faculties to the glory of God) to 
be “a reaſonable ſervice.” And God calls upon 
us to reuſon; to count the coft; to come to a de- 
termination, and to"chuſe this day Thom we will 
ſerve He has poſitively aſſured us, that we cannot 
The ſcripture does not deny that we may find 
ſome pleaſures: (ſuch as they are) in ſin and va- 
"nity. But what then? Theſe pleaſures are but 
ſuch as beaſts and devils enjoy in common with 
the finner. The pleaſures derived from the gra- 
_ tifications of the ſenſes and appetites of the body, 
are e ee, enjoyed by the beaſts of the field: 
and if man enjoys any pleaſure from the indul- 
gence of pride, the harbouring of envy, hatred, 
malice, &c.; the general ſpirit and practice of 
ungodlineſs; afflicting the righteous; or the 
labouring to draw them from the paths of piety 
and righteouſneſs; or from practiſing deceit or 
wickedneſs in general; be it known unto him, 
that as the devil is more than his equal in theſe 


o 


* 
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* 
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n 

branches of wickedneſs, ſo he has a more abun- 
dant chance of enjoying what pleaſures mav be 
derived from them. And the Sinner himſelf could 


declare (if, after conſidering the ſubject, he would 


make an honeſt confeſſion) that neither the plea- 
ſures of ſin; that neither the immoderate ſe, (or 
rather the ſcandalous abſe) of the good things of 


this world, nor any thing which men count good 


or great, can render the capacious immortal ſpirit 
of man truly and durably happy. To make a 
ſoul truly happy, it-muſt have enjoyments of the 
ſame nature with itſelf ; large enough to fill its 
vaſt capacity ; and that, like itſelf, will endure for 
ever. But while the ſinner woul fain fill his belly 


with the © huſks which the ſwine do eat,” nothing 


gives unto him the felicity which he ſo eagerly 
pants after. And the pleaſures of ſin are but for 
a ſeaſon, and a very ſiort ſeaſon indeed. 9 

Moreover, they are followed by guilt and re- 


morſe. This muſt be the cafe, till ſuch time as 
they have ſinned away their day of grace, and are 
given up to a reprobate mind: till then, conſci- 


ence will, at times, at leaſt, ſting and chaſtiſe them; 
yea. ſometimes-laſh them as with whips and ſcor- 
pions. And the ſinner is often followed by fears 
and painful apprehenſions of the conſequences of 


his folliès and iniquities, even as to the preſent 
world. At any rate, he his under the divine diſ- 
pleaſure: for, God is angry with tlie wicked 
day. He has pronounced ſuch, Curſed in their 


Sabel and in their Hor e. S Nea in whatſoever 
they- ſet their hand. unto.” .. And though they may 
ſeem 10 fouriſi as a: green bay tree, even that proſ- 


perity may, in the end, prove their greateſt curſe. 


Adverſity often brings a man to ſerious reflection; 


but proſperity adds fuel to the evil propenſities of 


f 30 } 


the wicked, and often greatly ſtimulates them in 
adding fin to fin, till they have filled up the mea- 
ſure of their iniquities. But let it go with them 
as it may, in the preſent world, we are aſſured, 
from the unerring word of truth, that hereafter, 
they cannot eſcape the damnation of he!) ; but muſt 
| be puniſied with everiaſtiug destruction from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
If ye ſow to the fleth, ye ſhall of the fleſh reap 
Corruption.“ © Be not deceived ; God is not 
mocked ; for whatſogver a man ſoweth that ſhall 
he alſo reap.” In other words, if we live to the 
world, the fleſh and the devil, we muſt expect our 
end and future ſtate. to*be-accoxdingly. I have no 
great opinion of death-bed repentances: and I 
think very little in their favour can be found in 
the bible.  1-believe ſome few have found mercy 
and ſalvation upon their dying bed, who, till then, 
had lived without hope, and without God in the 
world, But I believe ſuch inſtances have not been 


very numerous, but very rare. It is an exception 
to God's general plan of acting And, alas ! have 


we not great reaſon to believe that thoſe awful 
words in the firſt chapter of Prowerbs are often 
verified, and mournfully-exemplified/ in the death 
of finners. © Becauſe I have tallgd, aui ye laue re- 
Fuſed, I have firetched out my land, and-yemhave nat 
regarded, I will laugh at your calamitias, I will mock 
when your fear conieth, Sc. But further: this ſame 
word of the Lord, which by the {Goſpel is preached 
unto us, admits, and forewarns us, that if we fol- 

low after holineſs; that if we e from the wrath 
Io come; and determine to find our way to a bet- 
ter world, and to lay Bold on everlaſting He, we may 
lay our accounts with having to peſs through tribu- 
dation. 80 it has ever been; and ſo it is now, 


11 ] 


though ſome experience it more abundantly than 
others. Some ſeem to be dandled upon the knees 
of Providence, while others are particularly called 
to paſs through deep waters. And, all that will tfue 
godly in Chrift Jeſus /hall ſuffer perſecution. But what 
then? Soon, very ſoon, perſecution, and every trial 1 
of the righteous, will come to a concluſion they 4 
will foon be over, to return no more: and while 4 
they continue, they are rather deſirable than dread- 1 
ful; and he who ſuffers for righteouſneſs fake, is 
rather to be envied than pitied; So thought the YZ 
Apoſtles ; who, after they had received a ſcourg- =— 
ing, went away rejoieing, that in the behalf of 1 
Chriſt, they were counted worthy, not only to be- 
lieve on his name, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake.” 
And what angel would not rejoice to have an op- 
| em tu ſhewing his love and faithfulneſs to 
„and of inereaſing his glory and happineſs in 
Heaven, by ſuffering a little for well- doing? Righ- 
teous ſuffering produces preſent delight. Hence, 
ſuys the Apoſtle, © We glory in tribulation, &c.“ 
And another Apoſtle ſays, „Count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations,” or affficti- 
ons. The enjoyments, the real pleaſures of the 
righteous, are often much greater, even in their 
deepeſt afflictions, than thoſe ef the wicked, in 
the zenith of their ſinful pledſures; and they ex- 
perience that Godlinefs is profitable unto all 
things, having promiſe of the lite. that now is, as 
wellasof that — By the over-ruling 
Providence and bleſſing of God (their all- ſufficient 
and perpetual friend) they find that all things 
work together for good to them that love God.“ 
The eombined ſchemes of the maliee and craft of 
earth and hell, are, by the wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs af God, over- ruled and turned to their 
advantage. 3 95 


HY ® 


All this, and: much more, the word of the: Lord, 
which endureth for euer, and which by the Goſpel is 
preached unto us, declareth reſpecting the righteous, 

And the happineſs of that people © whoſe God is 
the Lord.” And all this, even in this preſent evil 
world. But ye righteous, ye ſaints of the Moſt 
High, rejoice and be excceding glad; for in ad- 
dition to the goodneſs he diſplays towards you 
te before the ſons of men, Great i is your reward, in 


Heauer- fk 
8 : ( Ere 1 g ye mall fly © 
3 « Tot the regions on high. Gs 0 


Ye ſhall e 3 the eternal reſt mn Hanley bv 
for the people of God: ve ſhall ſit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
God; there ye ſhall meet your friends and kindred 
re who: have departed hence in the Lord,” and 

| among the reſt, Hur newly departed beloved friend 
and Cer And there, while the Lamb leads you 
to fountains of living water, God ſhall wipe away 
70 tears; Ie your: eyes—O, thrice, happy meet- 


! where neither pain, nor deata, dar any: thing, 
ſhall ever Fort us mne, ih QAM: fr 


4 > » : 
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ee There, on a green and flow'ry mount, 5 
. * Our weary ſouls ſhall ſit, 1 
And with tranſporting nee, +} 
Ide labours of our feet; 
eee de ſhall bathe our weary foul, 
In ſeas of endleſs reſt, 
And not one wave of trouble roll 
1 Acxols our Rog W * 


T Them mobile. we recalleR.. — in . world, 
we were. ſtript of our deareſt. 8 comforts, b 
the grafs. withering end the flower. fading, we ſhall 
there rejoice © with joy unſpeakable and full of 


81079, in een that the word & the Lord, 
* ky 8 
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and the glory therein promiſed to the righteous, 
endureth for ever. © Verily, then, there is a reward 
for®the righteous, and for the wicked,” —and, 
wiſdom excells folly as far as light excells dark- 
neſs. For had the enjoyments and advantages of 
ſin been infinitely greater than they are; and had 
the difficulties and afflictions of the righteous been 
infinitely greater than Zhey are; yet, when we 
conſider, that, at the end of « a few ſwiftly fleeting 
years,” at the moſt, the one will enter eternal ha 

pineſs, and the other plunge into everlaſting mi- 
ſery, it is not leſs our intereſt than our duty, to 
4 chooſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a 
ſeaſon.” For, TIME now” SHORT! ETERNITY 


that, ir ſuch an honr as we thinkinot 'the Son of Man 


( 4 7] 


cometh. Nay, the wiſeſt of men, as he is called, 
gives us this important and ſerious advice, 
E 123 not thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou know- 
eſt not what a day may bring forth.” And ex- 
perience, melancholy occurrences, and our dying 
ends, preach, and with peculiar emphaſis; enforce, 
the a doctrine. Her whoſe loſs we are now 
lamenting and labouring to improve, is a ſtriking 
inſtance: oof the truth of this doctrine ; and may 
eſpecially impreſs us with this truth, that nothing, 
no, nothing whatſoever, canfurniſh us with a ſolid 
ground off aſſurance that we ſhall live long, or 
even one month, one week, or one day. Neither 
youth, nor health, nor ſtrength, nor old age, nor 
weakneſs; neither oareleffneſs, nor thou ghtfulneſs, 
neither uſeleſſneſs, nor-ufefulneſs, nor any thing 
elſe, can afford you the leaſt ground for this aſſur- 
ance. If | agreeableneſs—if being beloved if 
being completely uſeful in ber rea, and 
not uniropotant, ſphere, as a wife, à mother, a 
miſtreſs, Se. and in and af theſe a chri#- 
au, hadi been à ſechrity againſt death, then had 
our lately departed friend nat died. No: the had 
been: (ll alive:;—her huſband the moſt contented - 
and jeyſul of men2-=theirmeighbours would have 
cominued to ibehold one ef che moſt happy of 
couples;i cheir children would have enjoyed one 
of che beſtiof mothets? their family and friends 
— have dontirwed to partake of their mutual 
ae _ the had 4 cow ont of this ' con- 


— DG tet — e : no 

if we could ve would; but Gedietnnot err, and 

we muſt not-cheaſe, Vet a little while, and, if 

we _ © our robes. waſhed and made white in the 
o | VS, 


E 
blood of the lamb,” and are faithful unto death, 
u ſhall go to her; but fle ſhall not return to us. 
Her eyes Shall n6 more behold ſin or ſorrow; but 
the eyes of the diſembodied ſpirit have already 
feen the King in his beauty, and beheld the land 
that is afar off. We ſhall each follow her to the 
rave: but are -we each following her to Heaven? 
ky friends |. my brethren ! my fellow mortals! 
ſeriouſly examine this queſtion;  articalarly thoſe 
of you who were intimate with, and greatly ef- 
teemed, and now: greatly lament, her, whom but 
yeſterday we committed: to duſt, to rĩſe no more, 
till che great trumpet ſhall blow, and & the mortal 
ſhall put on immortality, and that which was 
ſown in corruptign; mak riſe-im-invorruption, and 
— — oribits b. e 
I proceed, to —_ 18 

diſcourſe ; "that i is. to ſay a-liftle- refpełt 
character e nce-of Ars. Miu. 

ing this 1 {hall ſtrieli) adhers to ruth; ac 
to the beſt of my judgment: and ſhall ſay nothing 
merely to e Magn bar . d or the 


Hving. In Econ 64 E. 
As to wks years of, ber ite Which mY away 
before the. began-to-makg Afferious: and 


to feel more part; whrly'the neweſt nei ort- 
— the Len 77 6c reel —_—_ on 
Aller hev lager end; 1 0 that ſhe ranket 
among the firſt claſs of Fehr agtceable, 
py 8 virtious of her fen 4; he] 1a 4 
Her marriage may gertain wt amen 2 
fuitable; agreeable, and happy; x and Both a and 
ker partner had .cayſe to 5 the hand, 
and bleſs the kindneſs of Divine: Providence in 
joining them together, But as he is fill alive, 1 
muſt refrain from ſaying wer ung WHICH other: 
wiſe ſhould Gy: X * 


1 * 
9 
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( 
Soon after ſhe was married, contrary to what is 


too generally the caſe, ſne began to meditate upon 


God, eternity, her ſoul, the evil of fin, the neceſ- 
ſity of holineſs, &c. more ſeriouſly than ſhe had 


ever done before. The conſequence was, that 


ſhe began in good earneſt to fulfil her baptiſmal 
vow, © by renouncing the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, &c. and to. fight manfully 
under Chriſt's banner againſt the world, the fleſh, 
% dent. 7: ² iI» ber 
She determined, that whatever others did, ſhe 


would ſerye the Lord, along with her huſband, 


and accompany him in the narrow path that leads 
to glory. O] happy reſo ution! and O! happy 
fruits! She was not like the perſon mentioned 
by our Saviour, who when invited to the Goſpel 
Supper, urged his being lately married as the 
reaſon Why he could not poſſibly come. And her, 
huſband, inſtead of being afflicted with a reviler, 


or perſecutor, or a grievous hindrance in the good 


way, was bleſſed with a help meet for him 

Some, perhaps, who witneſſed her, when, like 
Moſes, 1 to chooſe rather to ſuffer afflic> 
tion with the people. of. God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 
of fin for a ſeaſon, inſtead of  applauding her, and 
rejoicing at the light, might be diſpleaſed, and 


I 


may be, might be inclined to deſpiſe and ridicule 


© * 
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her. And ſome might, perhaps, be found, who 


were ready to urge, It is time enough yet, to 
think of religion, and another world; and who 
might wiſh to perſuade her to indulge a while 


longer in vanity, thoughtleſsneſs, and worldly 
pleaſures; and who might argue, that it would 


be ſoon enough to think of theſe things, ten, 
twenty, or thirty years hence. Poſſibly ſome who 
are here to-night, might at that time, think that 
-3t was a great pity Mat ſuch a fine agreeable per- 
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Don: ſhould be loſt to the world (as ſame expreſs 


it) and to gay company and amuſements, and 
employ her vacant hours fin ſerious reading and 


prayer, in hearing that Goſpel, which ſhe found 


to be the power of God unto ſalvation,“ and 
in joining with thoſe who feared and worſhipped 


God, in fuch other ordinances as ſhe found to be 


Bs 


edifying and profitable. So ſome” of you might 
then think; but what do you think now? Now, 
that ſhe has left the world, with an hope full of 
immortality? How different muſt have been her 
ſituation if ſhe had had her religion to ſeek upon 
her death bed, and had had tobe affficted with 
the bitter remembranee ofthe: having turned a 
deaf ear to the calls of the Goſpel and the 
Divine Spirit, anduof having faid ite ferious im- 
or this time, and When F have moreleonvenient 


ſeaſon, (ven Teambereligiouswithout ſelf.denial, 


or taking up any croſs, with every. Perſon's con- 
ſent and approbation) Sc then L Will give full 
attention and obedience to/ theſe tHings. She 
does not now repent. of having given 020 to ſe- 
rious thoughtfulneſs white fo yt, *ah4 of hav- 


ing endeavoured das Her life"by the dictates 
GER 


of reaſon aid grace: Believe me, The is not 


ſorry for having Watchedrand prayed, and having 


remembered it Was appomted te Her to die, 
and after that to be judged. And thöſe of you 
who once were inclined to blame her, now, I 
preſume, ſee the ſubject in a different light; and 
though your eſteem might be Jſſened for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, it is now returned and enlarged, and reſts 


upon a ſolid and durable foundation. 


Were I to attempt to delineate her charactes, 

I would ſay, ſhe was favoured with what we call 

a good natural diſpoſition, before that grace of 
f * hh n 
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God: that bringeth ſalvation, and the fewer of 
Sodlineſs, were grafted upon it. Such a diſpo+ 
fition is no ſmall felicity either to the poſſeſſor, or 
to thoſe who are cloſely connected with ſuch a 
perſon. It gives a ſet off, and adds a beauty to 
the native beauty of Holineſs—eſpecially when 
it is (as it was in her) joined with good ſenſe ;— 
and * vos _—_— per ma when that 
good ſenſe is followed up with a proper portion 
of modeſt ſilence, 5 —— 
and where oſtentation, talkativeneſs, and more 
particularly, tale-bearing, back-biting, &c. are far 
removed. Herein ſhe ſhone with conſiderable 
laſtre, and was: a- pattern. to her ſex. In her 
behaviour, ydu might behold genuine Courteſy; 
joined: with eaſs; ſimplieity, and godly fincerity. 
And you might fee, that in all her behaviour 
towards, and concerns with, whatever rank or 
defcription of perſons, ſhe exactly knew, and 
with perfect propriety, filled her place. This is no 
mall excellency, eſpecially in a miſtreſs of a 
family. Indeed, in whatever point of view you 
furvey her as a mtre/s of a family, ſhe truly ex- 
celled. Here the difficulty is, not what to ſay, 
but what to leave unſaid. There you might be- 
hold, hoſpitality without prodigality; frugality 
without the moſt diſtant approach towards nig 
dlinefs; elegance without ee or 
u 
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i parade; and cleanlineſs and comfort were diffuſed 
throughout her dwelling. You beheld in her a 
| living comment upon that advice of the Poet, 


Let thy mind's Tweetnefs have its operation, 


= 


Upon thy perſon, cloaths, and habitation,”  _ 

#I believe there is not one bible, or neceſſary 
qualification of a-wife, or houfewife, which ſhe- 
did not poſſeſs.” In this reſpett, eſpecially; ſhe 
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poſſeſſed; * we Hlfotie: is _ or of good 
report. 


She 1 words are wanting to ſay ha : 
Think what a wife ſhould be, and ſhe was that! * 


1 
But, great as theſe excellencies are, and largely x 
as ſhe poſſeſſed them, I ſhould have thought it a =p 
ofanation of the Pulpit, to have preached a 1 
Fu neral Sermon for her, if ſhe had 3 poſſeſſed 
that pearl of great price, infinitely more valuable; 
mean true religion, the poꝛuer as well as the form 
of godlineſs. But 1 den thoſe of you, who 
poſfeſſed the advantages for acquiring a true 
knowledge of her character will admit, that ſhe 
was a ſincere, ſterling, uniform, experimental, and 
practical Chriſtian ; without abounding in words, 
feſſion, or external appearances; Saving you YT 
rather to find out her piety by her, general uniform 2 
temper and practice, than by. making. a ſhowy 1 
exhibition of it upon the ſurface. 
She ſteered clear of extremes. As 4 profeſſor 2 
of religion ſhe was not like. Jonah's gourd ; ſhe 1 
did not grow up in a night, and periſh in a night; 9 
ſhe did not glare and glitter, like-z blazing ſtar, 3 
and then « ſink extinguiſhed.a a comet's blaze.” 1 
er care was rather to build vm than fa. She 1 
did not ſoar aloft with waxen Wings, and then | 
drop and be daſhed to pieces. She might, per- 1 
haps, have advanced faſter; but ſne never turned | 
back ; never looked. behind. her ; nor ever in- vu 
dulged, or felt a wiſh, for the fleſh- pots of Egypt, 2 
the — — renou and left 2 | 1 
She advance growing in grace, and in t 
knowledge of her Lord and Ve thou 8 
klently, and, almoſt imperc 8 
Let it be remarked, alſo, that ſhe was not me 
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of thoſe profefiors of cgi who are ſome- 
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they at all neceſſary 
hope of eternal happineſs. And if they are, 


bi 1 


| times aa conſumed with zeal, and ſometimes 


cold and languid: ſhe neither drove furiouſly like 
Jelu, nor followed afar of, like a falling Peter. 
She was ſtill the ſame ; and ſtill walking in the 


commandments and Pe EPs Sc of the Lord. 


After what has been ſaid, it might be deemed 
Fun to ſay, that ſhe was what ſhe ought 


to be, as a relation; whether as a child, a ſiſter, or 


a wife. This is a ſubſtantial eſſential branch of 


true religion, and there can be no true chriſtianity 


where it is wanting. 
Laſtly, ſhe was not only a good neighbour, but 


n good member of a chriſtian ſociety. She gave no 
trouble, and brought no reproach. The members 


of the ſame ſociety were not aſhamed of her when 
they ſpoke with their enemies in the gate. And ſhe 


was a daughter of Peace. Happy would it be for 


every Chriſtian Church, if all the members thereof 

were, herein, hike her. ; 
We come now to the cloſing fins the 7 Wag 

ſadly painful to her friends, and heart-rending, to 


her huſband; but to her, the gate to endleſs N 
and glory. 


* 
Her death was ſuitable to her life ; and exactly 
ſuch an one as might haye been expected. ; Wh: 
had no fear, and yet no extatic triumph. 
Extatic enlargement, and ee Joy, are 


not promiſed to us in our dying moments; nor are 
proofs of | a. we rrounded 


at any time, fond in perſons reduced to £X% 
treme weakneſs, and- * — with extreme pain, 
eſpecially in perſons of a calm, ſedate complexion): 


$: is — Ee al; it is little leſs than 
miraculo & bible informs us of many who. 
died in peace: 


of how many who died in 


triumphant delight? Old Simeon, only E 


.. 


is 1 J | = 


that he might depart in Peace. But who can die 
in peace, (except ſuch as are hardened or de- 
ceived) except they are poſſeſſed of the ſmile of 
God, and the teſtimony of a good Confeience ; 
eſpecially thoſe who lie for weeks ſuſpended he- 
tween time and eternity, and poſſeſſing the full uſe 
of their reaſon, as was the cafe with Mrs. Wright? 
And her chief concern was, to diſcover, N what 
* by Sin ſhe was, and what ſhe was by Grace; 
and to be made perfect and entire, wanting no- 
thing. 
The was ill near a month: much of that time 
ſhe had ſome apprehenſions ſhe might die of the 
affliction, but was not particularly apprehenſive 
of it till near the laſt. And when ſhe was made 
ſenſible of it, ſhe was not alarmed. Death had 
no ſting. For the day before her death, ſhe ſaid 
to Mr. Wright, that © ſhe bleſſed God, ſhe had 
no diſtreſſing fears throughout her illneſs ; and 
now only wanted a brighter faretaſte of Glory.“ 
And on the ſame day, having aſked a pious 
friend, © what ſhe thought of her? and who' 
anſweringſh< I think the Lord is about to take 
vou; then, ſaid ſhe, pray that the Lord may 
fully perfect what is lacking in my ſoul, and then 
J am fully reſigned to his will.” Still ſhe had no 
fear. The painful hours after this, prior to her 
diſſolution, all her little ſtrength and breath, and 
all her faculties, were employed in prayer and 
Praiſe. All was peace 8 
prayed, © Lord come quickly, and take me to 


thyſelf.” And two or three hours before her 


death, ſhe cried out, Glory be to his great and 
glonous name for all his kind dealings tow 
me.” After this her defire of diſſolution appe 
more ardent: and while a pious friend, who ſat 
n 8 % 8 SAY 5 wg Y 15 ef. 5; 
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Did ſhe ſee you, and could you hear 
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up with her, afterwards praved with her, her heart 


was earneſtly engaged, and appeared ſtill more 
comfortable, and more deſirous of going hence: 


and then, with the greateſt eaſe and tranquillity, 


4 Clapt the glad wing, and tower'd away, 
2 A mingled with the blaze of day.” 


And, 
Thus may we all our parting breath, 
% Into the Saviour's hands refign ; 
O Jeſus! let me die her death, 
« And let her latter end be mine.” 
Nothing now remains to be ſaid more, but a 
few words, by way of ADDREss to Relations ac. 
guaintance, and the Congregation at large. But I 


pauſe, when I ſhould addreſs the relations of the 


deceaſed, eſpecially him whoſe heart bleeds moſt 
upon the occaſion. Nothing that I can ſay, even 


from the Bible itſelf, will reach the bottom of the 


wound, ſtop its bleeding, and cauſe “ ſighing grief 


to weep no more.” Yet I muſt ſay, ſorrow not as 


them who have no hope for her who Jeeps in Fefus. 
r voice, it 

would be, weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves. 
By her death, you have one leſs tie to earth, and 
one more inducement to make you deſirous and 


_ careful to get to Heaven. 


0 Follow after ſhe cries, as ſhe mounts to 1 4468 
e Follow after your friend, | 


* To the bliſsful enjoyment which never ſhall end.“ | 
Either ſhe or you muſt have been called away 


firſt ; and Infinite Wiſdom. and Goodneſs thought 


meet to take her the firſt... Labour to ſay with 


b (and to feel what you a The Lord gave, and 


die Lord taketh away, and bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. You are Ailpin a world of aan; while 


# 
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ſhe is ſafe landed where temptation and danger 


can never enter. Take care, O ye her relations, 
ONE and ALL, that this late ſeparation, which 
death has made, be not an everlaſting one. O 


make ſure of heaven. To this end, follow her as 


ſhe followed Chriſt. 55 
The ſame would I fay to her dear and intimate 


acquaintance, who all loved her. Learn of her 


to die, by learning of her to “. 
And to this whole congregation, I would fay, 
BE YE ALSO READY; for death may come for 


you when you little expect it; and the time may 
be near. The grim meſſenger may even now be 


approaching you, and the timber be cut down 
and ſawed of which your coffins will be made.— 


And alas for you! if you have your religion to 
ſeek, and Fo peace to make with God, when 


you are enfeebled, racked with pain, and when 
your foul is haſtening to quit the body; or, rather, 
to attempt to obtain a preparation, without bein 

able to obtain it: like Eau, who found no place 
for repentance though he ſought it carefully with 
tears; orflike the Fooliſh Virgins, who, though 
their eyes were open to ſee, and their hearts 


wrought upon to feel their true ſituation, and even 


went to buy oil (fought to obtain grace) did not 
obtain an entrance where the Bridegroom was. 


«© Life is the time to ſerve the Lord; 
cc 


declared in the Bible to be in the high road to 


eternal miſery. Die wicked ſhall be turned into fell, 
od. The knowledge of God; 


Nuit] all who forget 
the love of God; and the true fpiritual worſhip of 
Him, are, in the word of the Lord, which endureth _ 
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e time to enſure the great reward.” * 


| But who are they who are truly prepared for 
death? Surely not thoſe who are living in outward 
iniquities. Theſe, times without number, are 
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for ever, laid down as effentially neceſſary to a 
preparation for the enjoyment of heaven. . 

We muſt conſider what our Saviour ſays, 
Ht. v. 20. Except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
Fig Hemi fe -ofs of the Seribes and Phariſees, ye fhall in no 
caſe enter late the Kingdom of Heaven. And their 
es implied being free from outward 
un; ; a conſtant attendance upon the ordinances 
oe: God; making a good uſe of their property, 
&c. But our righicouſnets muſt be m7ward as well 
as outward ; and allo ſpir.tual, unterm, and univer— 
fal ; we being at the ſame time poſſeſſed of true 
{ſpiritual knowlege of ourſelves, and alſo of the 
law of God. 

And our Saviour again aſſerts, J iii. that er- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God. And what leſs can this imply, 
than being created anew in Chrift Jeſus uuto good 
works ; or, as the Common Prayer Book expreſſes 
it, © a death unto fin, and a new birth unto righ- 
1 teouſneſs.“ 

I To theſe things, friends and brethren, I would 
1 crave your moſt ſerious attention: Jet them fink 
F deep into your hearts. O ſet about it, and /er: 
. orfly and inſtantly become what you will with you 
had been, when you come to lay upon your death- 
bed. I do not aſk you to join us, or worthip in 
this place; but join you ſelves unto tie Lord; and 
become worſhippers of Him in ſpirit and in truth, in 
whatever place or form, and among whatever 
people you like beſt. Be Bible chriſtians : ſerve 
God: and waſh away your fins, calliug on the name 
of the Lard. Reſolve, and put your reſolution in 
3 practice, and be faithful unto death, that the Lord 
. may give you a crown of life. Conſider theſe things, 
F and may God give you underſtanding, grace, and 


glory, through Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 
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